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The heat is on
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TAC SAFETY AWARD

CREW CHIEF
SAFETY AWARD
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SPAD VI

The Spad VII was a
rugged, maneuverable
fighter that helped our WW 1
Allies establish air superior-
ity. She was a French prod-
uct constructed mostly of
wood and abundantly re- ; L ; | : - G-
inforced with wire. The scal- ‘ — o a
loped trailing edges of the
wings, elevator, and rudder
made the Spad VII easy to
identify.

Top speed: 119 mph
Length: 20 feet, 1 inch
Wing Span: 25 feet, 6 inches
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BIRDS OF
PREY

By SSgt Steven M. Lausten
366 CRS
Mountain Home AFB,
Idaho

A few years ago I changed ca-
reer fields—from the hot, cold,
wet, and dry, I entered the com-
fort of the shop. The other day I
was invited to return to the line
for a short stay. Once again I
walked on the perch of our birds
of prey. Like all great fighting
birds, they sat restless on the
concrete, waiting to be released
to the sky. The maintenance per-
sonnel (keepers) were busy about
their duties caring and feeding
these birds. It wasn’t long before
I heard some very explicit lan-
guage. It seems one of the keep-
ers had become careless, and
without warning, the bird struck
out. The keeper had been safety
wiring one of the feathers when
the wire entered the skin. Any-
one who has worked with it
knows the shooting pain that fol-
lows when safety wire violates
the body. This quick reminder
brought back memories of other
common mistakes we make
around our birds of prey.

Take for instance the keeper
that finds out the hard way that
rain can hide hydraulic fluid on a
dark flight line faster than a kid
can hide bubblegum at a theater.
This keeper then picks up lesson
number two: our birds’ surfaces
are round. Add wet, slippery
shoes to round surfaces, a dash of
height, and you have a fall. Or,
have you ever tried to lift the
bird using nothing more than
your head? You thought you
were out from under that bird
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when you tried to stand up.
Speaking of the head, ever have
the hair and scalp parted by a
Dzus fastener that just so hap-
pened to be hanging down from a
panel? Words alone cannot ex-
press the pain. And just when
you thought it was safe to go
back in the cockpit, some engi-
neer has placed a bolt in just the
right place where you can’t get at
it without the maximum loss of
skin from your hapless knuckles.
These types of injuries (when
our birds prey on us) have no
safety warning in the tech or-
ders. Nowhere will it state,
Don’t puncture the skin with
safety wire; Rain and hydraulic
Sluid and round surfaces may
cause falls; Don’t attempt to lift
bird using only your head; Part-
g your hair and scalp with
Dzus fasteners may mean
stitches; If wrench slips off nut,
skin will slip off knuckles. These
are only a few of the common-
place safety practices we forget.
So how do we keep from mak-
ing these same mistakes over and
over again? Easy—well, almost
easy. First, think about what
you’re working on. This is no

common everyday bird. This ma-
chine was designed with only one
purpose in mind: this is truly a
bird of prey. And like all wild an-
imals, it deserves a lot of your
respect. A second of indifference
can spell disaster. My first flight
line boss told me; “Airman,
every time that bird bites you,
be real quiet. You'll hear that
beast snicker, and if it was a
good bite, you might hear it
laugh.” Well I didn’t hear it
snicker or laugh at the airman
with the safety wire in his finger,
but for just a moment the airman
was quiet as if he and he alone
could hear the bird say “Gotcha.”
=
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THRU AUG

CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

TAC’'s TOP 5 thru AUG 84

TAC AIR DEFENSE

TAC FTR/RECCE

4TFW
405 TTW
27 TFW
1 TFW

TAC- GAINED AIR DEFENSE TAC/GAINED Other Units

TAC- GAINED FTR/RECCE

177 FIG

125 FIG
119 FIG

188 TFG (ANG)
138 TFG (ANG)

182 TASG  (ANG)

110 TASG  (ANG)
USAFTAWC

917 TFG (AFR)

114 TFG (ANG)
N2 TFG (ANG)

107 FIG
147 FIG

84 FITS
552 AWACD

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)
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